
 
 

Duleek GNS September Newsletter 2020 

As we come to the end of our first month back in the school building together, I would like to thank 
you all – parents, staff and pupils for adapting to this difficult situation in such a co-operative 
manner. 

The whole school would like to offer a special welcome to our 44 new Junior Infants and those pupils 
who have joined us from other schools. We are extremely excited about the year ahead, full of 
learning and opportunity for all to grow and succeed.  

We would also like to welcome our new staff members Mr Greene and Ms Duignan. Ms Lambe has 
departed from our teaching staff and we thank her for her hard word in Duleek GNS over the last 
eight years.  

This year’s return to school has been the most challenging to date and I would like to sincerely thank 
all those members of the school community in both Duleek GNS and BNS who played their part to 
make that happen. As the seanfhocail says, “Ní neart go cur le chéile”, meaning there is no strength 
without unity. That unity and working together ethos has never been more evident than in the past 
month. Go raibh mile maith agaibh go léir. 

 

Staff List 2020/2021 

Junior Infants Ms Boylan 

Junior and Senior Infants Mrs DeBarra 

Senior Infants Ms Heavey 

1st Class Ms Sharkey 

1st Class Ms Ní Chuinn 

2nd Class Mr Greene 

2nd/3rd Class Ms Healy 

3rd Class Ms O’Brien 

4th Class Ms McKelvey Connell 

4th/5th Class Ms Fanning 

5th Class Ms Duignan 

6th Class Ms Fitzgerald 

6th Class Ms Costigan 

Rang Oisín Mr Brady 

Rang Cormac  Ms Walsh 

SET Mrs Hilliard, Ms Robinson, Mrs Martin 

SNA Sinéad, Yvonne, Valerie, Valerie and Noreen  

 

Calendar for Academic Year 2020/2021 

Mid-Term Break Closed from Friday 23rd October 2020 at 3 pm until Monday 2nd 
November 2020 at 9.20 am 

Parent Teacher 
Meetings 

To be confirmed 

Christmas Break Closing Tuesday 22nd December 2020 at 12 noon until Wednesday 6th 
January 2021 at 9.20 am 



 

Mid-Term Break Closed Thursday 18th and Friday 19th February 2021 

St. Patrick’s Day Closed Wednesday 17th March 2021 

Easter Break Closing Friday 26th March 2021 at 12 noon until Monday 12th April 2021 
at 9.20 am 

First Holy 
Communion 

To be confirmed 

Confirmation To be confirmed 

Bank Holiday Closed Monday 3rd May 2021 

Bank Holiday Closed 7th June 2021 

Summer Holidays Closing Tuesday 23rd June 2021 at 12 noon 

 

 
 

New Covid 19 Procedures 

·    Staggered arrivals/Dispersal: These systems are now well established. Please note arrival for 
walkers, cyclists and car poolers is between 8.50 and 9.00. There is no access to the school 
building prior to 8.50am. Bus drop off is 9.00 to 9.20. Dispersal time for bus goers is 1.55pm 
(Junior & Senior Infants) and 2.55pm. Once all buses have left, parents are free to use the bus 
parking zone to pick up children (from 2.00pm and 3.00pm). Please remember to drop and go 
without delay. 

·    Supervision in the mornings: Please be aware supervision begins at 8.50am. 
·    Please see the important letter attached to this newsletter regarding suspected cases of Covid 

19 and what happens if there is a confirmed case in the school. 

  
What should I do if my child is sent home from school because he is sick/displaying symptoms? 

·    Call your GP and seek advice 
·    Do not return to school until 48hours have passed to monitor symptoms 
·    If symptom free for 48hrs, the child should return to school 
·    If the GP has advised a test, all family members must restrict their movements. This means 

removing any siblings from school. 
·    If returning to school after a negative test result or under GP advice, please ensure you fill this 

online parent declaration: Return to School Parent Declaration . Any medical advice will be 
handled confidentially. 

·    If in any doubt, please contact your GP 

  

 
Duleek GNS is a Nut-free Zone 

A small number of pupils suffer from a serious and life-threatening allergy to nuts. In the event of 
these children coming into contact with traces of nuts, or even another child who has been eating or 
been in contact with nuts, they are likely to suffer a severe reaction and to require immediate 
medical attention.  

In order to protect these children from the very serious effects which any contact with nuts may 
involve, Duleek GNS is a NUT-FREE ZONE. This means that nuts in any form are banned from the 
school. Therefore, parents need to exclude from lunch boxes, and any other food which is taken to 

https://forms.gle/qaJtQAVEtmkwzupb8


 
school, all NUTS, PEANUT BUTTER, NUT SPREAD (e.g. Nutella), BARS AND OTHER FOOD CONTAINING 
NUTS (e.g. Snickers, Kinder Bueno, nut toffee, peanuts or hazelnut cookies, etc.). 

We ask you to do your best to ensure that pupils with these allergies are not exposed to this risk so 
that all pupils are kept safe and healthy in school.  

 
Parents Council 

The Parents Council have decided to postpone their AGM until it is safe to hold such an event with 
large numbers. We will keep you informed of any updates in this area. We would also like to thank 
Alison and the team for their input into our reopening plans and for assisting with the implementation 
of the new procedures in arrivals and dispersals. 

  
Travelling to and from school  
We are delighted to see so many girls walking to school. Not only is this good for your health, it also 
helps towards looking after our environment.  

 
Road Safety 

Please remind your child about road safety whether walking or cycling to and from school.  

Please use pedestrian crossing at all times. Crossing between parked cars/buses is extremely 
dangerous.  

Parents are asked not to park on or near the Pedestrian Crossings and Bus Lanes. 

  

Aladdin 

 
96 per cent of families have now signed up to Aladdin Connect. Thank you for staying connected with 
us through this app. If you are having issues or know of anybody having issues with this app, please 
contact the office at duleekgirls2009@gmail.com and we will try our best to resolve this problem.  

 
We are using the Permissions function of this app to gain consent for a variety of activities within the 
school e.g Google Classroom/SeeSaw. Please check the permission section and respond as soon as 
possible to any permissions that are still outstanding.  

 
Wishing you all a safe and joyful year ahead. 

Mr McGovern. 
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