
 
 

Summer Newsletter 2020 

Introduction  

As we come to the end of this academic year, I would like to thank you all – parents, staff and pupils 

for working so hard during the school year. In particular, the school closure has forced you all to 

adapt and make the most of difficult circumstances, I thank you all for your dedication and co-

operation throughout this time. I also wish to sincerely thank you for your continued support of our 

school.  

Over the summer months, we will be in touch via Aladdin and our school website on any potential 

changes to school life as the guidelines for a safe return to school emerge from the Department of 

Education.  

I would also like to wish our two sixth classes the very best of luck as they move on to secondary 

school. The class of 2020 will be remembered with fondness and each one of them will be missed 

greatly in our school.  

 

 

 

 

Teachers and Classes for 2020/2021 Academic Year 

Class  Teacher  

Junior Infants Ms Boylan 

Junior and Senior Infants TBC 

Senior Infants Ms Heavey 

1st Class Ms Sharkey 

1st Class Ms NíChuinn 

2nd Class Mrs Kearney 

2nd/3rd Class Ms Healy  

3rd Class TBC 

4th Class Ms McKelvey Connell 



 

4th/5th Class Ms Fanning 

5th Class Ms Lambe 

6th Class Ms Costigan 

6th Class Ms Fitzgerald 

Rang Oisín Mr Brady 

Rang Cormac TBC 

SET 1 Mrs Hilliard 

SET 2 Ms Robinson 

SET 3 Mrs Martin 

 

Calendar for Academic Year 2020/2021  

Duleek GNS School Calendar 2020/2021 

First Day Back All pupils will start back on Monday 31st August 
at 9.20 am 

Mid-Term Break Closed from Friday 23rd October 2020 at 3 pm 
until Monday 2nd November 2020 at 9.20 am 
 

Christmas Break Closing Tuesday 22nd December 2020 at 12 
noon until Wednesday 6th January 2021 at 9.20 
am 

Mid-Term Break Closed Thursday 18th and Friday 19th February 
2021 

St. Patrick’s Day Closed Wednesday 17th March 2021 

Easter Break Closing Friday 26th March 2021 at 12 noon 
until Monday 12th April 2021 at 9.20 am 
 

Bank Holiday Closed Monday 3rd May 2021 

Bank Holiday Closed 7th June 2021 

Summer Holidays Closing Tuesday 23rd June 2021 at 12 noon 

 

Video Memories from our School Closure Period 

Here are video links to some of the events that have unfortunately had to occur remotely since our 

closure on March 12th. Thanks for getting involved and staying engaged with the school throughout 

this period. Other videos from this period will be available to view on our website too. 

 Hello from the Staff of Duleek GNS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMBFW_RkjLllYaAJzT5Z8movO_Zq9Iw_/view 

 Junior Infant Welcome Video 2020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pdatgh0KJ0BEATFlffEnzPiZpKR6w51M/view 

 Active Week 2020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_aRNpjmNmRUHsPN6tEOW211Bj2k9UD7j/view?usp=shari

ng  

 6th Class Memories 2020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zj_Tlb4VhCkxrGCWSBU2feCkjecZIvYf/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMBFW_RkjLllYaAJzT5Z8movO_Zq9Iw_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pdatgh0KJ0BEATFlffEnzPiZpKR6w51M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_aRNpjmNmRUHsPN6tEOW211Bj2k9UD7j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_aRNpjmNmRUHsPN6tEOW211Bj2k9UD7j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zj_Tlb4VhCkxrGCWSBU2feCkjecZIvYf/view?usp=sharing


 

 STEM Week 2020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10kFLaBKjp0qDSw6gbCt-kprE8hGcA5ja/view?usp=sharing 

 Student Council Thanks and Farewell Message 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yKvvgESaXsLXbP4ooOw0BcvaQewd530C/view?usp=sharin

g  

 

Thanks to all our teachers who volunteered and led a wide number of activities within the school 
this year. These included Gaelic Football, Soccer, Irish Dancing, Student Council, Athletics, Basketball, 
School Orchestra, Choir, Well Being Activities, and Green Schools.  
 
Our school used Croke Park hours (under the Public Service Agreement) for the following purposes 
during the school year. Staff meetings, collaborative subject and policy planning, personal planning, 
and engaging with continuous professional development talks/courses. 
 
Thanks to the staff for working together and updating a range of school policies and plans during the 
school year. This is an ongoing process and I thank them all for their positive contributions and 
professionalism throughout the year.  
 
Our school identified prewriting and handwriting as the topic of focus for School Self Evaluation. This 
process began in 2018 and the intended outcome of this process was to improve teaching and 
learning in the area of handwriting and to equip pupils with the lifelong skills they will need to 
become confident and competent in the area of handwriting. Having gathered and analysed data 
and handwriting samples over a two-year period, we are pleased to let you know that we have 
witnessed an improvement in this area across the school. Thanks to those of you who completed our 
parental questionnaire on this topic earlier in the year.  
 
 
Return of School Rental Books 
 
I’d like to thank all parents that returned their daughter’s rental books to the school on the 15th and 
16th of June. Unfortunately, approximately half of these books are yet to be returned. If these books 
are not returned, it will place a very large financial burden on the school.  
 
Another date for dropping these books back to school will be made in late August before a return to 
school. Similarly, if you did not request for the school to deliver your daughter’s copies/workbooks 
during the school closure, they are still available for collection on the same date. More details will 
follow about this closer to the time.  
 
 
New Schoolbook System 
 
As previously communicated on Aladdin, our new system for purchasing school copies and 
workbooks is up and running for next year. A list of stationery required for next year has been sent 
to you via Aladdin and pupil’s copies and workbooks will be in your daughter’s new classroom for 
September. The fees are as follows and can be paid through Aladdin. Junior and Senior Infants 100 
euro, 1st -6th class 120 euro. Thanks to those who have already paid this fee. Please ensure all 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10kFLaBKjp0qDSw6gbCt-kprE8hGcA5ja/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yKvvgESaXsLXbP4ooOw0BcvaQewd530C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yKvvgESaXsLXbP4ooOw0BcvaQewd530C/view?usp=sharing


 
school fees are paid by the 14th of July 2020. Please contact the school if you require assistance in 
paying via an online payment link. 
 
 
Prescribed Medications 
 
Before we return to school, I will arrange a day for parents who have daughters with medicine 
stored in the school to check their supplies and renew any stock that may be out of date. This will 
also be an opportunity for parents to communicate any changes to administration of medicine that 
we need to know. An updated administration of medicine form will be available to sign when you 
visit.  
 
Similarly, if you are a parent and your daughter has started taking prescribed medication, an 
administration of medicine form will need to be filled out before it is stored in school. Please email 
the school duleekgirls2009@gmail.com and we can arrange a visit on the same day so that this can 
be sorted out before the school year begins. This particular date hasn’t been finalised due to the 
current public health restrictions. However, it will most likely be the week before we are due to 
return to school.  
 
 
IT Survey and Distance Learning 
 
Thanks to all parents that completed our distance learning survey. It is very helpful to hear about 
your experiences regarding distance learning. This has been a challenging time for households and I 
sincerely thank you all for working so hard with your daughter and staying connected with our 
school during this period.   
 
We are delighted that the vast majority of parents found Aladdin Connect, our new school website, 
Zoom, and teacher emails to be effective ways to communicate with you during this closure. More 
detailed results from this survey will be published on the school website. 
 
Your feedback is valued and thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. As part of our 
school’s Digital Learning Plan, we have purchased Chromebooks for our school and aim to introduce 
Google Classroom for pupils from 3rd – 6th and Seesaw for pupils from Junior Infants – 2nd. 
Permission slips have been sent on Aladdin. If you have not read or responded to this permission, 
could you please do so as soon as possible so that background preparations for this can take place 
during the summer.  
 
Distance learning is far from ideal for primary education and not what anybody wants. One of the 
key aims of primary education is to enable the child’s development as a social being through living 
and co-operating with others. This has been particularly difficult given the current restrictions. The 
importance of face to face interactions with teachers and peers cannot be underestimated. We are 
looking forward to returning and welcoming your daughter back to regular school life in Duleek GNS. 
I will remain in contact during the summer months and communicate any developments or changes 
that may potentially occur.  
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Room Rental to Duleek BNS 
 
For the upcoming academic year, our school building will have one spare classroom. Duleek BNS has 
requested to rent this room for the year and we are delighted to help them. This will ensure that no 
prefabs are needed on our school campus next year. The class of boys will be using their own yard 
for playing and lining up as usual. 
 
 
Royal Meath Accordion Orchestra 

   
Here is some information from the Royal Meath Accordion Orchestra 
who are based in Duleek and looking for new members in September. A 
large number of our pupils are already involved and Gerry Kelly who 
leads our school orchestra is heavily involved in this initiative too. 
Thanks to Gerry for all his continued dedication to our school and 
community. 
 
Royal Meath Accordion Orchestra is a youth centred organisation, with 
charity status based in Duleek and offering music classes at affordable 

prices. You can purchase your accordion from them on a rental-purchase arrangement and receive 
tuition for September at no cost. They are dedicated to quality teaching standards and their success 
as an organisation is beyond doubt. 
 
Why should I join: 

 Learn how to play an instrument, 
 Be part of an exciting youth group & meet new friends, 
 Opportunity to do Royal Irish Academy of Music Exams,  
 Perform at home and abroad as an individual and/or part of a group or orchestra, 
 Take part in competitions /concerts,  
 Prepare for Junior Certificate Practical Music.  
 Where does it take place? Courthouse Duleek, 
 What days? Wednesday in September 
 What time? 6pm to 8pm. 
 Who do I contact for more information? For more information contact Gerry on 087 

1256771 or email: royalmeathao16@gmail.com, 
Web https://royalmeathaccordionorchestra.com 

 Free tuition for September.  
 
 
 
Office Opening Hours 
 
Our offices will continue to work remotely for administration purposes only for the first week after 
the end of the term (23/06/20 – 26/06/20) and the first week prior to school re-commencing 
(24/08/20 to 28/08/20) 
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